
PALM SUNDAY: JESUS’ TRIUMPHAL ENTRY 

On the Sunday before His death, Jesus began His trip to Jerusalem on a 

donkey, knowing that He would lay down His life for the sins of the world. 

As He made His triumphal entry, the crowds welcomed Him, waving palm 

branches in the air and shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed 

is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 

How do you think it would have felt to have been in the crowd watching 

Jesus ride in on a donkey? 

Read Mark 11:1-11 and Luke 19:28-44 

 

WEDNESDAY: DAY OF REST 

The Bible doesn’t say what Jesus did on Wednesday. Some scholars speculate that after two exhausting 

days in Jerusalem, Jesus and His disciples spent this day resting in Bethany in anticipation of the 

Passover. Bethany was about two miles east of Jerusalem. Here Lazarus and his two sisters, Mary and 

Martha, lived. We can only speculate about how Jesus spent this final Wednesday. 

If you had been a disciple, how would you have spent Wednesday with Jesus? 

THURSDAY: PASSOVER,     

GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE, 

AND BETRAYAL 

Jesus went with His disciples to 

Jerusalem for Passover. This 

particular meal is known as the 

Last Supper. Here, Jesus washed 

His disciples’ feet and shared 

communion with them. He used 

the bread and wine to symbolize 

His broken body and shed blood 

that frees us from sin. Later 

Jesus and the disciples went to 

the Garden of Gethsemane, 

where Jesus prayed in agony to 

God the Father. Later that  

evening, Jesus was betrayed 

with a kiss by Judas Iscariot and 

arrested by the Sanhedrin.  

Why do you think Jesus left the 

Passover meal and went to pray? 

How would you have felt if Jesus 

washed your feet? 

Read Mark 14:12-72 or           

Luke 22:7-62 

FRIDAY: THE CROSS 

Jesus’ journey was acutely painful in these final hours 

leading to His death. Around 9:00am, Jesus endured 

the shame of false accusations, condemnation, 

mockery, beatings, and abandonment. After multiple 

unlawful trials, He was sentenced to death by 

crucifixion. Before Christ was led away, soldiers spit on 

Him, tormented and mocked Him, and pierced Him with 

a crown of thorns. Jesus then carried His own cross to 

Calvary, where He was mocked and insulted as Roman 

soldiers nailed Him to the cross. His first words from 

the cross were, “Father, forgive them, for they do 

not know what they are doing.” His last words were, 

“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” Then 

about 3:00pm, Jesus breathed His last and died. By 

6:00pm Friday, His body was taken down from the 

cross and laid in a tomb. 

Why do you think Jesus was talking to His “father?” 

How would you have felt if you had witnessed the 

events of the day? 

    Read: Mark 15:1-47 or Luke 22:63-23:56 

SATURDAY: LAID IN THE TOMB 

Jesus’ body lay in the tomb where it was guarded by 

Roman soldiers on Saturday, which was the Sabbath.  

What do you think the followers of Jesus did on 

Saturday? Read the Scripture passages noted and 

compare the different versions. 

           Luke 23:50-56; Matthew 27: 57-66; 

   Mark 15:42-47 and 16:1-5; and John 19:38-42 

SUNDAY: RESURRECTION 

Jesus’ resurrection is the most important event of Christian faith. The 

foundation of Christian doctrine hinges on its truth. Early Sunday, some 

women went to the tomb to find that the large stone covering the 

entrance had been rolled away. An angel announced, “Don’t be afraid! I 

know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is 

risen from the dead, just as he said would happen.” The Bible provides 

undeniable evidence through eyewitness accounts that the resurrection 

of Jesus happened. Mary Magdalene was the first person to see Him. 

Several others, including some of the disciples, saw Him that day, too. 

What would you think if you saw Jesus walking around after you had 

seen Him die on the cross? 

Read: Luke 24:1-41 or Mark 16:1-14 

TUESDAY: TEACHING AT THE TEMPLE 

At the temple, the religious leaders aggressively challenged   

Jesus’ authority, attempting to ambush Him and create an    

opportunity for His arrest. But Jesus evaded their traps and    

pronounced harsh judgment on them. In the afternoon, Jesus 

left the city and went with His disciples to the Mount of 

Olives. He taught in parables about end time events, including 

His second coming and the final judgment.  

If you had heard Jesus talking about His second coming, what 

would have been your reaction? 

Read selections from Mark 11:27-13:37 or Luke 19:47-21:36 

MONDAY: JESUS CLEARS  

THE TEMPLE 

When Jesus arrived at the 

temple in Jerusalem, He found 

the courts full of corrupt  

money changers. He began 

overturning their tables and 

clearing the temple, saying, 

“The Scriptures declare, ‘My     

temple will be a house of 

prayer,’ but you have turned it 

into a den of thieves.” 

Why do you think Jesus    

overturned tables and cleared 

the money changers from the 

temple? 

Read: Mark 11:12-25 and              

Luke 19:45-48 



Easter is the time when we celebrate Jesus Christ’s resurrection. For believers, it is the 

most significant celebration. The week leading up to Easter Sunday is called Holy Week 

because it tells the story of Jesus’ path to the cross. Beginning a week before Easter, on 

Palm Sunday, use this guide to help your family focus on the events that led to Christ’s 

death and resurrection. The guide will help your family trace the steps Jesus took during 

the most holy of weeks. A summary and Scripture have been provided for you to read.    

Activities for Friday, Saturday, and Sunday are included to help your family get involved. 

HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE... 

       FRIDAY: COIN COVERED CROSS ACTIVITY 

Materials: paper or  

cardboard, scissors, coins,   

glue 

 

Directions: Cut a small 

(approximately 8 inches) 

cross out of paper or  

cardboard. Glue coins to the  

cross to show that when  

Christ died on the cross, He paid our sin debt.  

Apart from Christ, we have no access to God. If we 

trust in what He did for us, we have access to God 

and eternal life. 

      SATURDAY: OUT OF THE DARK ACTIVITY 

Squeeze your family into a small, dark closet in your 

home to symbolize that Jesus was buried in a dark 

tomb. Read Mark 15:21-47 for a refresher. 

The tomb was without light and our hearts are 

without light. But Jesus rose from the dead and 

brought light into our lives. 

After you’ve untangled yourselves from the cramped 

darkness, talk about things that make our hearts 

dark. Pray that God would remove those things. 

Thank Him for sending Jesus, for bringing Him back to 

life, and for giving us life because of His love! 

 

FIND THE  

MATCHING SYMBOLS 

ON THE MAP 

       SUNDAY: RESURRECTION ROLLS RECIPE 

Ingredients: 1 can crescent rolls, jumbo marshmallows, 

melted butter, cinnamon sugar 

 

Directions: Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Dip a 

marshmallow in melted butter then roll it in the 

cinnamon sugar. Wrap each marshmallow in a crescent 

roll. Be sure to pinch all the edges to seal the 

marshmallow. Bake according to the crescent roll  

package. 

Allow the rolls to cool while telling the story of Jesus’ 

body being wrapped and placed in a tomb. To enjoy the 

rolls, pinch open and see that the ‘tomb’ is empty! 

TRACE JESUS’ STEPS THROUGH HOLY WEEK... 


